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lindy-hop

lyrical dance

jazz / ballet

hip hop/rave
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belly dancing

boxing

kickboxing
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per month +
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BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

For the first time in nearly
two decades, bus fares in Santa
Monica will increase.

The Santa Monica City
Council on Tuesday voted 4-1
to raise the Big Blue Bus’s fare
from 50 cents to 75 cents. 

The council also voted to
raise the $1.25 base fare on the
Line 10 express to downtown
Los Angeles to $1.75. Bus
tokens and single fares on the
Big Blue Card will increase to
70 cents.

The new fares will take
effect on July 1.

Fearing the increase would
be hurtful to persons living on a
fixed income, the council did
not raise any discounted fares
for seniors, students and the
disabled.

“The focus should be on
helping those that cannot afford
a car at all,” said Councilman
Richard Bloom. “Middle-class
people who choose to ride the

bus now at 50 cents won’t mind
paying an extra quarter, but to
some people the extra $10 to
$20 a month in bus fare will
make a big difference.”

Seniors and the disabled will
continue to pay 25 cents for a
local fare; college students will
pay 40 cents and the Blue Card
for students K-12 will cost 25
cents. Seniors and the disabled
will continue to have a reduced
fare of 60 cents on the Line 10
Express bus.

The Big Blue Bus has not
increased fares since 1983.
However, the average cost to
the bus company per rider has
increased from 66 cents to
$1.49 since then. The 50 cent
fare, adjusted for inflation
would have been 86 cents, city
officials say.

Compounding bus fare pres-
sures, the bus company has had
to increase the number of buses
traveling on each route to
accommodate more riders. The
Big Blue Bus also has invested
heavily in replacing its diesel

powered vehicles with environ-
mentally friendly buses, which
are more expensive.

Besides fares, the Big Blue
Bus helps pay its operating

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The parents of a 17-year-old girl accused of
killing Santa Monica High School sophomore
Deanna Maran have filed a wrongful death claim
against the Los Angeles Police Department, alleg-
ing that detectives could have prevented their
child’s death while she was in custody.

The claim, often a prelude to a lawsuit, was filed
in the City Clerk’s office on behalf of the girl’s par-
ents, Angelique Sarkissian Bernstein and Sarkis
Sarkissian.

Their daughter, Katrina Ava Sarkissian, was
being questioned by police on Nov. 18 when she
passed out at the West Los Angeles Police Station.

Police took Sarkissian and her 15-year-old half-sis-
ter into custody. They were detained for their role in
the fatal stabbing of Maran, 15, the night before at
a party in Westwood.

The Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office ruled
in February that Sarkissian had taken an overdose
of antidepressant capsules before she left her
Brentwood home with detectives. The autopsy
revealed that Sarkissian had 43 capsules of
Nortriptyline, a prescription antidepressant —
twice the average fatal dose.

The claim alleges that Sarkissian would have sur-
vived had the two detectives, Jim Hays and Kirby
Carranza, immediately summoned paramedics

Bus fares increase 50 percent

Parents of teenager accused of
Deanna Maran murder sue LAPD

See BUS, page 5

See CLAIM, page 5

City Council wants
TORCA to be tweaked
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

It’s up to voters to decide how
Santa Monica will fund new afford-
able housing developments.

The City Council on Tuesday
voted to put a question on the
November ballot that would ask
voters to allow all taxes collected
on apartments converted to condo-
miniums be used to fund affordable
housing projects.

The city has about $8 million
earmarked for low-interest loans as
an incentive for home ownership.
However, demand for the loans has
been very low and few have been
administered, city officials said. 

The city wants to redistribute the
money to build new affordable,
rental housing. But residents must
vote to change the city’s charter to
access the funds, which were col-
lected under Tenant Ownership
Rights Charter Amendment — also
known as TORCA — which
expired in 1996. 

Of the roughly $20 million col-
lected under the tax — which called
for a one-time fee equal to 12 times
the maximum rent allowable under
law — half went towards buying a

mobile home park, building low-
income housing and administrative
costs. The administrative costs
alone reportedly exceed $1 million.

About $2 million has been used
for home loans, but the remaining
$8 million that would have gone
into the home ownership program
would be made available for build-
ing more affordable housing.

The city could still use some of
the funds for low-interest loans, but
they would no longer be required to
do so, city officials said.

Critics said the city’s loan pro-
gram is so complex that it prohibits
people from applying for the loans.
They said the loan program is one

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Protesters wave signs outside Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Simon’s campaign
office at 320 Wilshire Boulevard on Tuesday. The group, which consisted of politically
active Democrats and union members, are upset over Simon’s energy policies.

Upset at what Simon says Affordable housing
goes before voters

See TORCA, page 5

“I think the most
pressing housing

need in the city is in
the area of affordable
housing, and that’s
where this money
should be used”

—KEN GENSER
Santa Monica Councilman



LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ You’re in the limelight. Touch

base with others who might be vital to your well-
being. A boss restores your image of him or her.
You now feel as if communication’s finally flow-
ing. Others look to you for leadership. Know that
you can do it. Tonight: A must show.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Reach out for someone at a distance.
Your imaginative side emerges when dealing with
those at a distance and when absorbing the facts
that are dropped on your plate. How another pres-
ents the facts might have nothing to do with what
is going on. Tonight: Do your own fact-finding.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Someone cannot do enough for you.
Smile away and understand that you’re being
doted on. Have you been putting off a discussion
about a sensitive topic? Now is the time to pro-
ceed. You’re more than likely to get a “yes.”
Tonight: Let another ask for what he or she wants.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Allow another to listen more carefully.
What he or she shares with you makes it more
than possible to open up. Realize how much this
person might be rooting for you. Smiling and
good humor mark your many interactions.
Tonight: Try something different.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Take it easy and relax with others. Good
will surrounds whatever you put your mind to.
Launch a project and make the most out of a spe-
cial opportunity. Listen to another who might be
pointing his or her finger in the direction of suc-
cess. Tonight: Off to the gym.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Let romance build and don’t cut off
your options just yet. Stay centered, knowing full
well what it is you want. Lighten up about a prob-
lem. Express your loving attitude and funlike
nature. You feel like you can do nothing wrong,
and you nearly can’t. Tonight: Spice up your life!

HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Optimism surrounds your home life.
Accept a gift or someone’s offer to make your
life easier. This person’s offer touches you in
multiples. Reach out for others, giving them the
benefit of the doubt. Tonight: Lie low.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Phone calls keep you busy. Others
want to discuss their ideas and would like your
suggestions. Listen more carefully to feedback
from others. Brainstorming could be beneficial
for everyone involved. Swap ideas. Schedule
meetings. Tonight: Hang out with your friends.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ What seems to be enough financially
might not stretch far enough for your extrava-
gance. You might not realize what is going on
immediately, but you’ll get slapped by financial
reality soon enough. Walk a conservative course.
Tonight: Keep on smiling.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your smile makes you a sure winner.
You might not be sure of what is going on with a
loved one or friend. Loosen up and make deci-
sions just for you. Others seem to draw on your
energy and enthusiasm. Trust what is happening.
Tonight: It’s your call.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ You might want to pull back, especially
after a somewhat frenetic pace. Take your time
and, if you can, call in and take a personal day.
You profit in your free time and really enjoy
yourself. Do for you. Use your sixth sense, and
you’ll succeed. Tonight: Where your friends are.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ You gain through others. Meetings prove
to be effective and important. Opportunity comes
from where you least expect it. Remain upbeat
and go for what you want. Success naturally fol-
lows you if you just go with the flow. Aim for
more of what you want. Tonight: Reach high.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Taurus, hang out with your friends
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310-581-5566
Simply the Best Upholstery & Furniture in LA

Quality — 2 Week Delivery — Sleepers

Mon.— Sat. 10am-7pm

16,000 sq.ft Showroom
All credit cards — 10% discount on all new orders 

with this ad only

The Best Locations
in Santa Monica.

The choice is yours.

CITRUS SUITES
S A N T A  M O N I C A

Citrus locations:
1915 Ocean Way, Santa Monica, California 90405 (Beach, across from Shutters)

425 Broadway, Santa Monica, California 90401 (Downtown, 3rd Street Promenade)
1455 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, California 90401 (Downtown, 3rd Street Promenade)

For availability call 1-800-410-0409
(30 day minimum stay)

www.CitrusSuites.com

ocean views                     steps to beach                     fully furnished                     kitchens

free in suite high speed internet                       in suite fax machine                        terraces
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free m
aid service                              m

icrowave                              housewares &
 linens                               in suite washer &

 dryer 

425 Broadway
(Near 3rd Street Promenade)

1915 Ocean Way
(At the Beach)

• in suite washer/dryer
• 24-hour staff
• rooftop pool, spa, & cabanas
• reserved parking
• maid service*
• hi-speed Internet*
• most dogs & cats welcome
• state-of-the-art fitness center
• two voice lines plus fax line

• satellite TV*
• dry cleaning/laundry service*
• concierge
• porters
• continental breakfast
• executive board room
• sun terraces
• HDTV screening room

* breed restrictions apply / optional features

“I like work; it fascinates me. 
I can sit and look at it for hours.”

— Jerome K. Jerome (1859-1927)

QUOTE of the DAY

Got 
News?

If you see news happening 
or have something to report, call

the Santa Monica Daily Press 
at our NEW tipline!

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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TAXES
All forms • All types • All states

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 SANTA MONICA BLVD. ST E. 710, SANTA MONICA 90401

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

•Slip & Fall
•Auto Accidents
•Collections
•Business Law 

•Criminal Law
•Legal & Medical
•Malpractice
•Product Liability

JOHN D. LAURIE
—  Attorney at Law —

Se Habla Español

323-937-4321
Law Offices of Ellis and Kingston

6320 Commodore Stoot Drive, LA, Ca , 90048-5496

AGGRESSIVE LITIGATION
ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT, INJURY AND ARRESTS
free consultation • know your rights!

Campaign season has begun in Santa
Monica. Last week residents learned
about a November ballot measure that
would rewrite how people are elected to
the city council. If approved, the measure
would allow residents to vote for one city
council member from their neighbor-
hood, instead of all seven who run at-
large currently. It also would require that
the mayor be elected by the people,
instead of being appointed by council

members. Supporters of the measure
think certain neighborhoods, like the
city’s east side, are not represented.

This week Q-Line wants to know, “Do
you feel adequately represented by
your city council? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response. We’ll print them in Friday’s
paper. Please limit your comments to a
minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

Surf relies heavily on the leftover swell from two past
southwestern storms today. Waves will be inconsistent in
the knee-to-chest range, occasional sets get shoulder high.
The best waves will be at spots where both southwest swell

and northwest wind swell can sneak in. Low, southerly, morning winds will subside
by afternoon for clean, glassy conditions. 

An offshore, southwest swell approaches California Friday. Weather reports predict
it will reach the coast by late evening. Friday day looks like more inconsistent, knee-
to-shoulder-highs at best with better waves on hold untill the weekend.

(Information compiled by Jesse Haley.)

Location Wednesday Thursday Water Quality
County Line 2-4’/Good 2-3’/Good A+
Zuma 3-4’/Good 2-3’/Good A+
Surfrider 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair C-F
Topanga 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair B
Breakwater 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A+
El Porto 2-4’/Good 2-3’/Fair A+

Superintendent pays loan back to school district
By Daily Press staff

School superintendent John Deasy has paid back an $85,785 loan he borrowed
from the district to purchase a home in Santa Monica. 

When the school district was hiring a new superintendent, the school board added
a requirement that the new chief administrator live in either Santa Monica or Malibu
— the two communities that make up the school district.

The salary advancement was supposed to be paid back in the form of lower salary
increases and bonuses over a few years. But Deasy decided to liquidate some of his
assets and finance his home in order to pay back the loan in full.

The school board had been paying Deasy a monthly $1,500 housing stipend since
he was hired last July. However, about three months ago the board attempted to loan
Deasy $100,000, but the plan was shot down by the Los Angeles County Board of
Education. County officials said using the public’s credit rating for personal matters
violated the state’s constitution.

Union to rally before school board meeting
By Daily Press staff

More than 100 demonstrators are expected at tonight’s school board meeting,
when board members will vote on a resolution asking that a labor dispute at the
Doubletree Guest Suites end.

The Doubletree, located on Fourth Street near Santa Monica High School, pays
rent to the school district.

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District board members will vote on a
resolution that will call upon the Doubletree management and its workers to resolve
their disputes.

Students, parents, teachers, clergy and other community members have lobbied
hotel management to respect workers’ rights. The workers want the hotel to pay for
their health insurance, among other gripes.

Demonstrators plan to hold a demonstration outside City Hall before the 7 p.m.
school district meeting.

The dispute between the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees Union
workers who are organizing at the Doubletree and the hotel’s management has been
intensifying since the workers spoke at a March 20 school board meeting.

HERE 814 filed unfair labor practice charges on Monday against the Doubletree
to the National Labor Relations Board, claiming harassment, discrimination and
interrogation of workers who are trying to organize a union.

NEWS BRIEFS Main library gets redesign
By Daily Press staff

Proposed plans for the new Main
Library facility were publicly displayed at
Tuesday night’s city council meeting.

While three levels of subterranean park-
ing would be created, the current parking lot
would be replaced with a park-like setting.

A central courtyard would be built, allow-
ing library goers to relax with a book and
grab a cup of coffee from a proposed cafe.

Pictured below are drawings of the build-
ing from the corner of Santa Monica
Boulevard and Sixth Street. The illustrations
below that are of an overhead of the facility
and a view from the main reading room.
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DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
Sandwich

with Soup or Salad

$6.99

2222 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica
310.829.7829

Watch All NBA Playoffs 

1776 Westwood
Los Angeles

310.470.2499
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Let Your Voice Be Heard!
It’s Anonymous!
Check Out the Question of the Week 

on Page 3 and Call Us with Your Opinion!

Q-Line:
310.285.8106

Surf etiquette corrected
Editor:

Regarding your publication of “Surf etiquette, at a glance,” while generally the
tips are appropriate and help surfers sort themselves out in the water, I must take
exception to the recommendation that “Locals have the right-of-way.”

This recommendation is at least mildly provocative and contributes to the ugly
history of unwarranted localism in surfing.

Although locals may indeed catch and ride more waves at their local break, it
should be due to their skill, experience and familiarity with the local conditions. 

Locals otherwise have no presumed claim to the “right-of-way.”

Brian Johnson
Santa Monica

Bring back the displaced families
Editor:

The church that I Pastor is one of the oldest predominantly African-American
congregations in Santa Monica. 

It was severely negatively affected by the freeway. Everyone who was here at the
time tells me that the freeway cut straight through our community and our members
were forced to relocate.

Most have them have not been able to afford to relocate in the Santa Monica area.
A few of them have continued to commute over the years but many have dispersed
into the fabric of the new community where they settled. 

The most recent project being proposed by the (Community Corporation of Santa
Monica) has the potential of helping to bring those families back home and helping
to re-strengthen some of the historic community organizations that were nearly
destroyed.

Our church continues to struggle with issues that can be directly attributed to its
membership being displaced. We support CCSM in its efforts to provide affordable
housing in Santa Monica and in its efforts to refurbish and maintain some of the his-
toric value in the Kessler property.

I intend to take a major leadership role in helping to make this project happen
because it is good for the future of historic organizations of the city and good for
Santa Monica in general. People need housing that they can afford and the church
must be apart of making that happen. 

Rev. Ronald L. Williams 
First A. M. E. Church by the sea 

Santa Monica

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those
of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encour-
aged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available
basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are
libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number
for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at
530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-
9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Montana Avenue
Sidewalk Sale 

Saturday, May 18th

Between 7th & 17th Streets in Santa Monica

www.montanaave.com

YOUR OPINION
M ATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401

sack@smdp.com

Exclusive Swedish Technology
Billions of viscoelastic memory cells automatically
sense weight and temperature to conform exactly 
to your body shape, relieving counter-pressure and 
promoting deep-REM sleep.

Motionless Comfort
the movement of your partner are not transmitted to
your side of the bed ... providing disturbance free
sleep. The mattress adjusts to and supports each of you
... it’s like having two mattresses in one.

“NO Flip” Design
Permanent memory of Tempur material and a “one-
sided” design eliminate the need to flip or rotate the
Tempur-Pedic Swedish Mattress. Body impressions
are ancient history!

Allergy Resistant Cover
Tempur-Pedic’s advanced, anti-mite and anti-allergy
Medicott treated cover features a unique, liquid barrier
lining and is removable for easy laundering.

2709 Santa Monica Blvd. 310.828.1992
www.wall-bedsplus.com
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3 3 DADAY SALEY SALE
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of the few remaining ways that Santa
Monica promotes home ownership.

“That money was supposed to be used
for home ownership incentives,” said
Peter Tigler, president of the Pico
Neighborhood Association, who has
advocated for more home ownership
incentives. “Their own system is so con-
voluted and burdensome to get through —
that’s why the money is still there.

“They should be amending the rules to
make it easier to use that money as it was
meant to be used,” he added. “They
should have a program to advertise its

existence and promote its use.”
Paul DeSantis, a local real estate attor-

ney who chairs the board of Community
Corp. of Santa Monica — the largest
provider of affordable housing in the city
— advocated the city continue with its
incentives for home ownership.

“Over the years I have worked on
many different funding mechanisms for
affordable housing,” he said. “This isn’t
something we should be doing.”

DeSantis said the city’s loan program
was designed to fail to make way for new
affordable housing.

“Although few loans are being made,

plenty of funds are available,” he said,
encouraging the city council to make the
loan process easier. “There are so many
better ways of dealing with the unexpend-
ed funds, that I am opposed to breaking
down this program.”

But supporters said the greatest need

should be addressed first, and home own-
ership is lower on the list.

“I think the most pressing housing
need in the city is in the area of afford-
able housing, and that’s where this
money should be used,” said Councilman
Ken Genser.

Affordable housing measure added to November ballot
TORCA, from page 1
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Jivamukti Yoga 
of New York

Basic and open classes  • Day and evening schedules
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One on one  • Couple  • Group

Healthy Body • Still Mind

House of Om 11442200  77tthh  SSttrreeeett,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100--339955--44888899

BANKRUPTCY
Relief for Personal and Business Debt

(310) 664-9969
PISARRA & GRIST

Attorneys at Law

expenses through revenue from advertise-
ments that appear on its buses.

The Big Blue is renegotiating its adver-
tising contract. If approved, the new 6-
year contract with Viacom Outdoor would
bring in almost $500,000 more than the
existing $6 million contract with Gateway
Outdoor Advertising. 

That money would help stave off
future fare increases. 

Councilman Ken Genser, who voted
against the fare increase, argued the Big
Blue Bus should explore more options
that would allow the company to continue
offering the same low fare. 

Mayor Mike Feinstein and
Councilman Bob Holbrook were absent
from the meeting.

At first Genser argued for a proposal
that would have kept the basic fare at 50
cents but eliminate the historically free
transfers on local buses.

“I’m not sure this is the right trade-
off.” he said. “It would do more good for

more people to keep the fare at 50 cents,
and by making bus transportation cheaper
may encourage more ridership.”

However, other council members
argued the plan would not bring long-term
stability to the bus company and the bus
system was designed so riders would
transfer buses to reach their final destina-
tion.

“It’s a hub and spoke system,” said
Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown. “Bus
riders have to transfer to get across the
city.”

Councilwoman Pam O’Connor said
you get what you pay for.

“We have to adjust the fares to pay for
the transportation system we have today,”
she said. “For us to continue to operate a
bus company, we have to help provide
some stability for its services and give
some assurances that it will continue.

“We can’t expect them to continue to
roll out new services and expand on their
current services if we don’t give them an
adequate budget to work with,” she said.

when they were questioning her.
Sarkissian allegedly told detectives that she felt

sleepy during the interview. Within 15 minutes, the teen
collapsed unconscious in front of her half-sister, the
claim said. 

The claim alleges that Hays and Carranza thought
Sarkissian was having a seizure and wondered how long it
would last. However, Sarkissian’s half-sister told detectives
her sister “doesn’t have seizures” and their mother,
Angelique Bernstein, had told them that Sarkissian had
been prescribed Nortriptyline, the claim said.

Sarkissian was transported to UCLA Medical Center
about an hour after she was taken into custody. She was
pronounced dead at 5:32 p.m. 

“Hays and Carranza failed to determine directly or
through summoning others, including drug recognition
experts employed by LAPD, that Katrina was suffering
the effects of a drug overdose,” the claim said. “Hays
and Carranza made a medical decision which they were
not competent or trained to make that Katrina had suf-
fered a seizure.”

The parents decided to file the claim to meet a state-
imposed, six-month deadline for filing the legal paper-
work. The claim does not specify a damage amount.

Sarkissian’s half sister, whose name is being withheld
because she is a minor, was arraigned last month on a bat-
tery charge in Inglewood Juvenile Court. Police believe it
was her scuffle with Maran that triggered the stabbing at
the party.

After the scuffle, the girl allegedly kicked Deanna
while Sarkissian allegedly stabbed Maran in front of the
home where a 15-year-old boy hosted the party.
Apparently, his parents were out of town. 

According to eyewitnesses, dozens of people watched
while the girls fought and older, college students pre-
vented anyone from rescuing Deanna in attempt to watch
the fight.

Meanwhile, Maran’s parents plan on filing a lawsuit
against those responsible for their daughter’s death.

“We anticipate filing a civil lawsuit not later than next
week against all of those whom we believe to be respon-
sible for the death of Deanna Maran,” said Tony
Glassman, an attorney for Ilja and Harriet Maran,
Deanna’s parents. 

Glassman said the Maran family is considering suing
Sarkissian’s parents and the owners of the home where
the unchaperoned party was held.

The Marans, who raised their four daughters and one
son in their Santa Monica Ocean Park home, haven’t
heard from the Sarkissians, the Bernsteins or the parents
whose home was the scene of the party.

Harriet Maran said she is disappointed and disheartened
that the girls’ parents refuse to accept responsibility for her
daughter’s death and the circumstances of their children’s
problems. The suit against the LAPD is just another exam-
ple, she said.

“I wasn’t surprised,” she said. “I think it will just
aggravate what their daughter is going through. I think it
is poor judgment on the mother’s part to subject her
daughter to more of an ordeal.”

The Bernsteins and the Sarkissians have declined to
comment on the case, but their attorney, Gary Casselman,
has said in the past that his clients have been cast in a
negative light.

Los Angeles city attorney’s office spokesman Frank
Mateljan said attorneys were reviewing the claim and
had no comment Wednesday.

New fares take effect in July
BUS, from page 1

Maran family not surprised by suit against LAPD
CLAIM, from page 1
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Denis Poroy/Associated Press
Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy John P.
Walters looks out of the gunner’s window of a U.S. Customs Department UH-
60A Blackhawk helicopter during a nighttime aerial border tour of the U.S.-
Mexico border near San Diego this week. The tour was part of a two-day visit
to the California border area.

BY BEN FOX
Associated Press Writer

TIJUANA, Mexico — The fifth man
to serve as the U.S. drug czar visited a city
ravaged by addiction, corruption and vio-
lence to renew the vow of his predeces-
sors to fight narcotics traffickers and stem
America’s appetite for their wares.

“We intend to drive down demand and
we intend to go after those who are sup-
pliers with renewed vigor,” John P.
Walters said Wednesday as he toured a
residential drug treatment center.

Walters, director of national drug con-
trol policy, visited the center as part of a
two-day swing through Southern
California and Tijuana, his first since he
was appointed by President Bush and
announced a goal of reducing U.S. drug
use by 10 percent in two years.

The visit was intended to highlight
drug treatment, enforcement and preven-
tion efforts in the $19 billion federal anti-
drug budget that Walters oversees.

He spoke to a substance abuse confer-
ence in San Diego; flew along the border
at night in a sleek Customs Service
Blackhawk helicopter; discussed Tijuana’s
growing addiction problem with Mexican
officials; and viewed the latest tools for
inspecting trucks at a U.S. checkpoint.

The Office of National Drug Control
Policy is evaluating anti-drug efforts and
trying to determine whether authorities on
the Southwest border have been stretched
beyond their limits by the extra demands
for more security following the Sept. 11
attacks, Walters said.

Some of the anti-drug efforts are
“obviously having some effect,” he said
just before taking off in the Blackhawk
Tuesday night. “The question is whether
we can do this more systematically.”

The U.S.-Mexico border region in
Southern California continues to be one of
the nation’s major transit points for illegal
drugs. In the past six months, authorities at
five border points confiscated 166,000
pounds of marijuana, about 23 percent of
the total Customs seized nationally.

Tijuana has suffered as a result of its
location, said Dr. Jose Hector Acosta,
director of the 26-bed treatment center
that has a waiting list of 35 people.

The border city has a rate of drug use
three times higher than Mexico’s national
average because it is the final stop in the
route to the United States and drugs are
plentiful in Tijuana as they are in few places
in the interior of the country, he said.

Walters agreed with this assessment.
“Where drugs pass, where drugs are pro-

duced consumption begins and addiction
sets in,” he told reporters at the clinic, which
was also visited by another drug czar, retired
Gen. Barry McCaffrey, in 1999.

Tijuana is also the base of operations
for the Arellano Felix drug cartel, which
U.S. authorities have long said controls
the regional drug trade and is responsible
for police and government corruption and
scores of drug-related murders.

In recent months, Mexican authorities
arrested the reputed head of the cartel,
Benjamin Arellano Felix, following the
death of his brother, Ramon, in a shootout
with police in the beach resort of
Mazatlan. Two other top cartel officials
have also been arrested over the past year.

Walters said it is too early to say
whether the blows against the cartel have
weakened its position in the border
region, but he praised Mexico’s efforts.

“It is not true, as some people say,
these things don’t make a difference,” he
said. “We cannot get to the lower levels of
the people who are involved in the market
here and in the United States unless the
most dangerous individuals ... are brought
to justice.”

New drug czar visits
U.S.-Mexico border

“... We intend to go after
those who are suppliers

with renewed vigor.”

— JOHN P. WALTERS
Director of national drug control policy
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BY RON FOURNIER
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — In the weeks
before the Sept. 11 attacks, President Bush
was told by U.S. intelligence that Osama
bin Laden’s terrorist network might hijack
American airplanes, prompting the admin-
istration to issue a private warning to law-
enforcement agencies, the White House
acknowledged Wednesday night.

But officials said the president and
U.S. intelligence did not know that sui-
cide hijackers were plotting to use planes
as missiles, as they did against the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

“There has been long-standing specu-
lation, shared with the president, about
the potential of hijackings in the tradition-
al sense,” White House press secretary
Ari Fleischer said. “We had general
threats involving Osama bin Laden
around the world and including in the
United States.”

He said the administration, acting on
the information received in early August,
notified the “appropriate agencies” that
hijackings “in the traditional sense” were
possible. The warning was never made
public, he said.

The development, first reported by
CBS News, comes as congressional
investigators intensify their study of
whether the government failed to ade-
quately respond to warnings of a suicide
hijackings before Sept. 11. It is the first
direct link between Bush and intelligence
gathered before Sept. 11 about the attacks.

Fleischer would not discuss when or
how the information was given to Bush, but
a senior administration official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the president
was made aware of the potential for hijack-
ings of U.S. planes during one or more rou-
tine intelligence briefings last summer.

The CIA would not confirm what it
told Bush, but the agency said the issue of
bin Laden’s attempting an airline hijack-
ing was among a number of terrorist
methods raised to U.S. government offi-
cials at the time.

But there was no information that sug-
gested hijackers would crash planes into
American landmarks and there was no
mention of a date, a CIA official said.

The information was based on intelli-
gence obtained by the U.S. government,
the official said, without specifying.

“I will tell you there was, of course, a
general awareness of Osama bin Laden
and threats around the world, including
the United States; and if you recall, last
summer we publicly alerted and gave a
warning about potential threats on the
Arabian peninsula,” Fleischer said.

But he said Bush had never been told
about the potential for suicide hijackers
steering the planes toward U.S targets.

Still, acting on the information the
government did have, the administration
“notified the appropriate agencies. I think

that’s one of the reasons that we saw the
people who committed the 9-11 attacks
used box cutters and plastic knives to get
around America’s system of protecting
against hijackers,” he said.

Fleischer said he did not know what
agencies were notified or what they
were told.

The Associated Press reported earlier
this month that FBI headquarters did not
act on a memo last July from its Arizona
office warning there were a large number
of Arabs seeking pilot, security and air-
port operations training at at least one
U.S. flight school and which urged a
check of all flight schools to identify more
possible Middle Eastern students.

A section of that classified memo also
makes a passing reference to Osama bin
Laden, speculating that al-Qaida and
other such groups could organize such
flight training, officials said. The officials
said, however, that the memo offered no
evidence bin Laden was behind the stu-
dents that raised the concern.

Sen. Bob Graham, D-Fla., the Senate
Intelligence Committee chairman, said
through a spokesman Wednesday that the
revelations in the memos marked an
important discovery in Congress’ investi-
gation into why the FBI, CIA and other
U.S. agencies failed to learn of and pre-
vent the Sept. 11 plot.

“It represents a failure to connect the
dots,” said Graham spokesman Paul
Anderson. “This was dismissed rather
lightly at FBI headquarters.”

The FBI also has faced tough question-
ing about whether it failed to act aggres-
sively enough after arresting Zacarias
Moussaoui, a Frenchman of Moroccan
descent, in August after he raised con-
cerns by seeking flight training at a
Minnesota flight school.

Moussaoui has emerged as the lone
defendant charged in the aftermath of the
attacks, which killed more than 3,000
people in New York, Washington and
Pennsylvania. He is charged with conspir-
ing with bin Laden and the 19 suicide
hijackers to attack Americans.

FBI Director Robert Mueller repeatedly
has said he wished the FBI had acted more
aggressively in addressing the Arizona and
Minnesota leads but said nothing the FBI
possessed before Sept. 11 pointed to the
multiple-airliner hijacking plot.

Bush was warned by U.S.
intelligence before 9-11 of
plot to hijack airplanes

“It represents a failure to
connect the dots. This was

dismissed rather lightly 
at FBI headquarters.”

— PAUL ANDERSON
Sen. Bob Graham spokesman
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BY JOHN NADEL
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — As preposterous as it sounds, the
two-time defending NBA champion Los Angeles Lakers
consider themselves underdogs to the Sacramento Kings
in the Western Conference finals.

At least that’s what several of them are saying.
Don’t believe it, because they don’t. It’s just talk.
And considering the Lakers have won a playoff-record

11 straight road games, 23 of their last 25 postseason
games and 19 of the last 20 they’ve played at Staples
Center over the past three months, they’re probably qui-
etly offended anyone would consider them underdogs.

“I think in some people’s eyes we are,” Derek Fisher
said with a laugh Wednesday at the Lakers’ practice facil-
ity in El Segundo. “I’d probably says it’s 50-50 right now.

“As the games go along, people will probably sway
and jump on whatever bandwagon looks best.”

Following his third straight clutch fourth-quarter per-
formance against San Antonio on Tuesday night that
helped eliminate the Spurs from the best-of-seven series
in five games, Kobe Bryant placed the Lakers in an
underdog role against the Kings.

But asked if he really felt that way, Bryant paused and
replied: “I never feel like an underdog. It’s irrelevant. All
that matters is how we feel as a unit, how we feel as a
team and our togetherness.”

Lakers coach Phil Jackson called the Lakers underdogs
because the Kings have the homecourt advantage in the
series that begins Saturday at Arco Arena in Sacramento.

And Robert Horry said much the same thing.

Both failed to point out the Lakers are 16-5 against
Sacramento since Jackson became their coach; eliminat-
ed the Kings from the playoffs in each of the last two
years including a four-game sweep last year, and have
won five of their last six games at Arco.

Rick Fox wouldn’t comment when asked if the Lakers
should be underdogs, but pulled no punches when asked
his opinion on the series.

“I truly believe we’re the better team,” he said. “We’re
lacking homecourt advantage, and I think that’s going to
be a challenge for us.”

In the aftermath of Tuesday night’s 93-87 victory over
San Antonio, Fox forecast a Lakers’ victory in the con-
ference finals.

“I have babble of the mouth, I speak what I feel,” he

said Wednesday. “I’m only one person, it takes 12 of us
to do this along with the coaching staff. I believe it. It’s
up to the Kings to prove us wrong, to prove me wrong.”

Samaki Walker said the Kings deserve the attention
they’re receiving because of their NBA-best 61-21 regu-
lar-season record, but added: “They’re cherishing every-
thing, which is good. Saturday they have to play the two-
time defending champions.”

After Tuesday night’s game, a sheet of paper was
taped to Shaquille O’Neal’s locker with a photograph of
Vlade Divac and a midseason quote from the Kings’ cen-
ter: “If (the Lakers) don’t have homecourt advantage this
year, they’re not going to win it.”

O’Neal’s reaction: “I hear and see everything. I’m the
police.”

By The Associated Press

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS — EDT (Best-of-7)

Saturday, May 4

Sacramento 108, Dallas 91, Sacramento leads series 1-0

Sunday, May 5

New Jersey 99, Charlotte 93, New Jersey leads series 1-0

Detroit 96, Boston 84, Detroit leads series 1-0

L.A. Lakers 86, San Antonio 80, L.A. Lakers lead series 1-0

Monday, May 6

Dallas 110, Sacramento 102, series tied 1-1

Tuesday, May 7

New Jersey 102, Charlotte 88, New Jersey leads series 2-0

San Antonio 88, L.A. Lakers 85, series tied 1-1

Wednesday, May 8

Boston 85, Detroit 77, series tied 1-1

Thursday, May 9

Charlotte 115, New Jersey, 97,  New Jersey leads series 2-1 

Sacramento 125, Dallas 119, Sacramento leads series 2-1

Friday, May 10

Boston 66, Detroit 64

L.A. Lakers 99, San Antonio 89,

Saturday, May 11

Sacramento 115, Dallas 113, Sacramento leads series 3-1

Sunday, May 12

New Jersey 89, Charlotte 79, New Jersey leads series 3-1

Boston 90, Detroit 79, Boston leads series 3-1

L.A. Lakers 87, San Antonio 85, L.A. Lakers lead series 3-1

Monday, May 13

Sacramento 114, Dallas 101, Sacramento wins series 4-1

Tuesday, May 14

Boston 90, Detroit 81, Boston wins series 4-1

L.A. Lakers 93, San Antonio 87, L.A. Lakers win series 4-1

Wednesday, May 15

Charlotte at New Jersey, 8 p.m.

Friday, May 17

New Jersey at Charlotte, 8 p.m., if necessary

Sunday, May 19

Charlotte at New Jersey, TBA, if necessary

Boston at Detroit, TBA, if necessary

National Basketball Association playoff schedule

Two-time champion Lakers say they’re underdogs

By The Associated Press

1947 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1948 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1949 — Beat Chicago 2-0; Beat Rochester 2-0; best 
Washington 4-2, NBA Champions.
1950 — Beat Rochester for division championship; Beat 
Chicago 2-0; Beat Fort Wayne 2-0; Beat Anderson 2-0; Beat 
Syracuse 4-2, NBA Champions.
1951 — Beat Indianapolis 2-1; Lost to Rochester 3-1.
1952 — Beat Indianapolis 2-0; Beat Rochester 3-1; Beat New 
York 3-1, NBA Champions.
1953 — Beat Indianapolis 2-0; Beat Fort Wayne 3-2; Beat 
New York 4-1, NBA Champions.
1954 — Beat Fort Wayne 2-0 and Rochester 1-0 in round 
robin; Beat Rochester 2-1; Beat Syracuse 4-3, NBA Champions.
1955 — Beat Rochester 2-1; Lost to Fort Wayne 3-1.
1956 — Beat St. Louis for conference second place; Lost to St.
Louis 3-1.
1957 — Lost to St. Louis for division championship; Beat 
Fort Wayne 2-0; Lost to St. Louis 3-0.
1958 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1959 — Beat Detroit 2-1; Beat St. Louis 4-2; Lost to Boston 4-0.
1960 — Beat Detroit 2-0; Lost to St. Louis 4-3.
1961 — Beat Detroit 3-2; Lost to St. Louis 4-3.
1962 — Beat Detroit 4-2; Lost to Boston 4-3.
1963 — Beat St. Louis 4-3; Lost to Boston 4-2.
1964 — Lost to St. Louis 3-2.
1965 — Beat Baltimore 4-2; Lost to Boston 4-1.
1966 — Beat St. Louis 4-3; Lost to Boston 4-3.
1967 — Lost to San Francisco 4-3.
1968 — Beat Chicago 4-1; Beat San Francisco 4-0; Lost to Boston 4-2.
1969 — Beat San Francisco 4-2; Beat Atlanta 4-1; Lost to Boston 4-3.
1970 — Beat Phoenix 4-3; Beat Atlanta 4-0; Lost to New York 4-3.
1971 — Beat Chicago 4-3; Lost to Milwaukee 4-1.
1972 — Beat Chicago 4-0; Beat Milwaukee 4-2; Beat New York
4-1. NBA Champions.
1973 — Beat Chicago 4-3; Beat Golden State 4-1; Lost to 
New York 4-1.
1974 — Lost to Milwaukee 4-1.

1975 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1976 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1977 — Beat Golden State 4-3; Lost to Portland 4-0.
1978 — Lost to Seattle 2-1.
1979 — Beat Denver 2-1; Lost to Seattle 4-1.
1980 — Beat Phoenix 4-1; Beat Seattle 4-1; Beat Philadelphia 
4-2. NBA Champions.
1981 — Lost to Houston 2-1.
1982 — Beat Phoenix 4-0; Beat San Antonio 4-0; Beat
Philadelphia 4-2. NBA Champions.
1983 — Beat Portland 4-1; Beat San Antonio 4-2; Lost to
Philadelphia 4-0.
1984 — Beat Kansas City 3-0; Beat Dallas 4-1; Beat Phoenix 
4-1; Lost to Boston 4-3.
1985 — Beat Phoenix 3-0; Beat Portland 4-1; Beat Denver 4-1;
Beat Boston 4-2. NBA Champions.
1986 — Beat San Antonio 3-0; Beat Dallas 4-2; Lost to Houston 4-1.
1987 — Beat Denver 3-0; Beat Golden State 4-1; Beat Seattle 
4-0; Beat Boston 4-2. NBA Champions.
1988 — Beat San Antonio 3-0; Beat Utah 4-3; Beat Dallas 4-3;
Beat Detroit 4-3. NBA Champions.
1989 — Beat Portland 3-0; Beat Seattle 4-0; Beat Phoenix, 4-0;
Lost to Detroit 4-0.
1990 — Beat Houston 3-1; Lost to Phoenix 4-1.
1991 — Beat Houston 3-0; Beat Golden State 4-1; Beat Portland
4-2; Lost to Chicago 4-1.
1992 — Lost to Portland 3-1.
1993 — Lost to Phoenix 3-2.
1994 — Didn’t make playoffs.
1995 — Beat Seattle 3-1; Lost to San Antonio 4-2.
1996 — Lost to Houston 3-1.
1997 — Beat Portland 3-1; Lost to Utah 4-1.
1998 — Beat Portland 3-1; Beat Seattle 4-1; Lost to Utah 4-0.
1999 — Beat Houston 3-1; Lost to San Antonio 4-0.
2000 — Beat Sacramento 3-2; Beat Phoenix 4-1; Beat Portland
4-3; Beat Indiana 4-2. NBA Champions.
2001 — Beat Portland 3-0; Beat Sacramento 4-0; Beat San
Antonio 4-0; Beat Philadelphia 4-1. NBA Champions.
2002 — Beat Portland 3-0; Beat San Antonio 4-1; vs. Sacramento.
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BY LARRY MARGASAK
Associated Press Writer

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — California-
raised John Walker Lindh had a constitu-
tional right to associate with al-Qaida and
another U.S.-identified terrorist group, his
lawyers argued Wednesday in seeking dis-
missal of most counts in his indictment.

Eight of 10 counts amount to guilt by
association because there’s no proof that
Lindh intended to further illegal aims of the
two organizations, the written motion said.

Lindh’s defense team has filed a series
of pleadings this week that, together, seek
dismissal of the entire case against the
former Taliban infantryman.

He is accused of conspiring to murder
U.S. nationals, providing support to for-
eign terrorist organizations and using
firearms during crimes of violence. Three
of the counts carry maximum life sen-
tences and the others have combined
penalties totaling 90 years imprisonment.

“Central to First Amendment freedoms is
the right to associate with unpopular and
disfavored groups,” said the written motion.

The motion asserted the Supreme
Court, at least five times, has held that an
individual cannot constitutionally be pun-
ished based solely on association with an
organization.

In charging Lindh with aiding al-Qaida
and Harikat ul-Mujahedin (HUM), a
group that has operated in Kashmir, the
indictment alleges that Lindh received
training from the groups and served in
combat against the anti-Taliban Northern
Alliance, the motion said. This associa-
tion was not illegal, the defense asserted.

“The indictment does not allege that
Mr. Lindh provided al-Qaida with any-
thing,” the motion said.

“The government seeks to penalize Mr.
Lindh ... for allegedly providing himself
to HUM and al-Qaida.”

In a separate pleading, the defense
challenged the constitutionality of the last
count, charging Lindh with carrying
firearms during crimes of violence. Since
the allegations of aiding terrorist groups
do not allege crimes of violence, the
firearms count should be thrown out, the
defense said.

By The Associated Press

BENTONVILLE, Ark. — Wal-Mart
Stores Inc. announced Wednesday that it
would enter the grocery market in
California by opening as many as 40 of its
Supercenters over the next several years.

Supercenters combine general mer-
chandise Wal-Mart stores with grocery
stores. Bentonville-based Wal-Mart is the
world’s largest retailer.

Wal-Mart has more than 1,100 of its
Supercenters nationwide. The company

did not offer specific sites or opening
dates, but said the building program will
take place over the next four to six years.

The company now has 125 of its gen-
eral merchandise stores in California, and
three distribution centers. It also has 29
Sam’s Club warehouse stores in the state.

Wal-Mart opened its first Supercenter
in 1988.

Wal-Mart shares were down 62 cents
to close at $56.77 a share Wednesday on
the New York Stock Exchange.

BY PAUL AMES
Associated Press Writer

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — Many
rushed to write off the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization after the U.S. mili-
tary crushed the Taliban with a minimum
of help from its allies. But in two days of
talks the alliance has fought back.

During the session, which wrapped up
Wednesday, NATO foreign ministers
sealed a landmark deal with Russia to
jointly fight terrorism and other threats,
confirmed plans to take on new members
from eastern Europe and pledged to build
up the alliance’s military might.

That was followed by talks to intensify
cooperation with Ukraine and other for-
mer-Soviet states to spread stability in the
volatile Caucasus and Central Asian regions.

“NATO has a bright military future ...
The alliance is as relevant as it has been in
the past,” U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell declared.

For the man at the top of NATO, the
meeting in blustery Iceland was a reaffir-
mation of the alliance’s importance in the
post Sept. 11 world.

“The decisions ... here will help to
ensure that NATO continues to do what it
has always done — bring together North
America and Europe to preserve the secu-
rity of our populations,” Secretary-
General Lord Robertson told a meeting
joining the 19 alliance members, 10 can-
didate nations and 17 other countries from
Ireland and Uzbekistan.

When U.S. forces successfully
launched the war in Afghanistan nearly
single-handedly, many in the United
States asked if Washington still needed
support from Europeans with outdated,
underfunded armed forces and often dubi-
ous support for U.S. policy goals.

A decade after the Warsaw Pact was
consigned to history, they questioned the
usefulness of an alliance built to defend
against the Soviet threat, and asked how
19 diverse nations could act quickly and
decisively against today’s sudden and

unpredictable threats.
On the other side of the Atlantic, gov-

ernments complained the Bush adminis-
tration was ignoring them in favor of
“unilateral” action that paid scant atten-
tion to European sensitivities.

In Reykjavik, Europeans and North
Americans sought to quell such doubts.

Powell stressed that once-sidelined
allied militaries are now helping root out
the remnants of al-Qaida and their Taliban
allies in Afghanistan. British Royal
Marines, Canadian commandos, French
special forces and others are fighting
alongside U.S. troops.

Ministers enthusiastically promoted
NATO as the bedrock of security in
Europe, and the springboard to extend a
network of alliances eastward to Russia
and other former Soviet republics in
Central Asia given new strategic impor-
tance by their proximity to Afghanistan.

“North America, Europe and the coun-
tries of Central Asia are now part of a
political community that is unprecedented
in its breadth, in its inclusiveness and its
capacity to work together,” Robertson
said Wednesday.

NATO officials acknowledge corrupt or
authoritarian regimes, unscrupulous arms
sales and political instability may dog
attempts to reach out to former Soviet states.
But they say contacts built with the likes of
Kazakstan, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan have
paid rich dividends in fighting al-Qaida and
need to be developed further.

The showpiece in Reykjavik was a new
cooperation agreement with Russia that
create the mechanisms for NATO to work
with Moscow in fighting terrorism, the
spread of nuclear, chemical and biological
arms and a range of other shared threats.

Powell and other NATO ministers
embraced their Russian counterpart Igor
Ivanov and declared the Cold War dead
and buried as the former foes unite to
fight the common terrorist enemy.

“Russia is no longer the enemy or a dif-
ficult neighbor, but an ally and a friend,”
said British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.

Lindh says he had First
Amendment right to
associate with al-Qaida

Allies say NATO must adapt,
but maintain importance

Wal-Mart to launch up to 40
Supercenters in California

Ron Edmonds/Associated Press
President Bush is embraced on Wednesday, by Arlene Howard, left, the
mother of George Howard, a New York City Port Authority Policeman who
was killed in the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Bush talked with slain officer's
families after speaking at the 21st annual Peace Officers' Association
Memorial service in Washington. Standing at right is Steve Young, President
of the Fraternal Order of Police.

A peaceful reminder

Victor R. Caivano/Associated Press
General Tommy Franks, right, greets Canadian troops at the U.S. base in
Kandahar, Afghanistan on Wednesday. Franks was paying a one-day visit to
Afghanistan to the several thousand American troops stationed in the country.
As Franks shook hands with Canadian forces, he apologized by the friendly fire
incident in which four Canadian soldiers were killed by a U.S. pilot last month.

An official apology
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Muscle building in the form of a pill
Researchers from Duke's medical school and the University of Texas' Southwestern

Medical Center announced in April that they have identified an enzyme that can be stim-
ulated to mimic the effects of exercise on muscles (albeit in mice, not humans). Team
leader R. Sanders Williams said it is quite possible that eventually humans could build
muscles by taking the enzyme (calmodulin-dependent protein kinase) in a pill.
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WE ARE

THE

CLASSIEST

GIG 

IN TOWN!

Call Angela at the Santa

Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 

ext.101

Spring Cleaning? Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and make some cash off your new, clean house.

Employment
HELP US raise funds for the 
Arts! Experienced advocates 
comfortable with “high ask” 
campaigns: $5-25k+! Professio-
nal S. Monica office & no com-
puters. P/T weekends + after-
noons OR evenings. (310)507-
1030.

NYSE COMPANY Expanding in 
W. LA. Team leaders needed. 
(888)749-8040.

STREET PERFORMER MONI-
TOR PART-TIME. Evenings, 
weekends and holidays. Work 
with performers, merchants, vis-
itors and police to implement 
performer regulations. A+ atti-
tude, problem solver, flexible. 
Please pick up an application at 
or send a letter of interest and 
employment history to Bayside 
District Corporation offices, 
1351 Third Street Promenade, 
Suite 301, Santa Monica, CA
90401. Fax (310)458-3921. 
Deadline: May 30, 2002.

For Sale
CREDIT CARD Machine – Also 
does Check Guarantee. Great 
Condition – Under Warranty 
$395.00 310-729-4461 

MONTGOMERY-WARD RE-
FRIGERATOR. 16 cubic feet, 
larger freezer compartment, 
white, good condition. $160. 
(310)837-6069.

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

WIN A $500 ring, up to 50% off 
quality jewelry under $600 
www.jewelrydiscounter.com

Wanted

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59. 
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848.

WANTED!
NEED a room within walking 
distance of St. John’s Hospi-
tal with bathing facility. Per-
manent. Rental. (310)393-
3541.

For Rent
BRENTWOOD $675.00 Bache-
lor pad, carpets, pool, quiet 
neighborhood, utilities included. 
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $999.00 to 
$1400.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Promenade area! 
(310)656-0311. www.breeze-
suites.com

SANTA MONICA $1200.00 2 
bedroom, R/S, carpets, near 
SMC, parking included. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1600.00 
Nice unfurnished 2 bedroom in 
private triplex. New hardwood 
floors and paint. Large kitchen 
w/dining area. Includes stove, 
refrigerator, W/D and blinds. 
Quiet neighborhood, yard. Safe 
and secure. Controlled access 
parking. 1 year minimum lease. 
Available NOW! 5 blocks west 
of SMC. Call Paul (310)452-
3673.

SANTA MONICA $775.00 1 
bdrm, R/S, carpets, near SMC, 
parking included. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1800.00 
Prime N. Wilshire. Rent ready. 
1400 sq. ft. 2bd/2ba, 2 parking 
spaces. Large balcony. Private, 
quiet! Francis Drooz (310)479-
1012.

VENICE/SM $899.00 Studio, 
secure building, parking, pool. 
235 Main St. Disabled or citizen 
62+ only. 310-261-2093

WEST LA $900.00 2+2, car-
pets, large closets, laundry, 
parking included. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD $1600.00 2 bed-
room/1 bath, upper. Everything 
new! Bright and airy. 1626 Vet-
eran. (310)479-5235

Guest Houses
BEVERLY HILLS $1150.00 1 
bdrm guest house, patio, car-
pets, A/C, yard, parking. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1200.00 757 
Navy. 1bd/1ba, stove, W/D, 
hardwood floors. Close to the 
beach. (310)451-5068

SANTA MONICA $965.00 1 
bdrm guest house, cat ok, car-
pets, quiet neighborhood, gar-
den setting. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1075.00 1 
bdrm triplex, cat ok, R/S, car-
pets, laundry, yard, garage. 
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $1999.00 755 
Navy St. 2bd/1.5bath, R/S, 
dishwasher, W/D hook-ups, fire-
place, garage. W/C pet. 
(310)451-5068.

Houses For Rent
SM/$2450.00 927 7th Street. 
Newly remodeled English Cot-
tage. 2bdr/1ba, hardwood 
floors, hi-ceilings, modern kitch-
en, walking distance to beach. 
Steps to Montana. 1 year lease. 
Call Devin (310)360-1813.

WEST LA $1100.00 2 bdrm 
house, pet ok, R/S, carpets, 
W/D hook-ups, yard, garage. 
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

Roommates
PACIFIC PALISADES $575.00 
Large furnished private bed-
room/studio. Laundry privileges. 
Near town/beach. Share full 
bath. Female only! (310)454-
1282.

SANTA MONICA $450.00 Pri-
vate bedroom, R/S, patio, car-
pets, laundry, utilities included. 
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

WESTWOOD $400.00 Private 
bedroom, private bath, great lo-
cation. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

Storage Space
DOUBLE CAR garage. Santa 
Monica, N. of Wilshire. Storage 
only! $225.00/mo. (310)451-
1035.

SINGLE CAR Garage. Storage 
only. $150.00/mo Near 25th & 
Ocean Park. (310)394-2002.

Massage

DR.-TRAINED MASSEUR.
Totally Pleasing Body-work 
by THOR. Comfortable & Pri-
vate. Ask about special 
rates. (310)829-5386

EXQUISITE MASSAGE 
Enjoy a thoroughly relaxing 
blend of Swedish and Shiatsu. 
Out-call available. Janette 
(310)266-9584.

Massage

FRENCH MASSEUR Mas-
sage with class. Shiatsu, Oil 
Massage, Acupressure, Rei-
ki. Find Energy & Balance. 
In/Out. (310)962-8189.

LICENSED, ORIENTAL thera-
pist. Provide foot herb soaking, 
a full body massage. Treatment 
to doorstep. 626-673-8419.

POWERFUL, SOOTHING
deep-tissue bodywork by 
very fit male. Only $38/hr for 
new clients. Normally $60/hr. 
In/out. Paul (310)741-1901.

Announcements
NEW YORK Sports Bar & Grill  
New to area! Come cheer on 
the Lakers! Open daily 7am-
12pm. 2419 W. Manchester 
Blvd., Englewood, (323)565-
2835.

PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect need’s volunteer’s for 
events that honor our heros. 
(310)899-3888  pro.se@adel-
phia.net

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council!  Our Residents, 
Businesses,  Schools must 
come first!

Services

3 FREE Hours!
Quick Books and Excel.
4000+ hours Experience.
Setup/Clean up/Training.

quikcel@earthlink.net

GARDEN CONSULTANT
Add thousands $$$ to prop-
erty value by enhancing curb 
appeal. References.
Mary Kay Gordon (310)264-
0272.

Services
GOT COURAGE? Support for 
entrepreneurs, public speaking, 
and individual counseling. 
www.solsuccess.com (310)581-
2655.

HAIR-COLOR SPECIAL. Only 
$25, new customers only. With 
participating stylists. Manu Sal-
on, (310)829-2554.

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing.  References available.  Re-
sponsible.  Reasonable prices. 
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S 
GRADES/SAT'S.  Certified 
LAUSD teacher offering tu-
toring service. Elementary & 
Secondary students.  310-
449-6672.

JURIS DOCTOR, 15 years 
member of CA Bar, available for 
contract drafting, reviewing, 
etc...(310)260-9140.

PLAY TENNIS at the beach. 
Call (310)775-4866. Dial Jones 
USPTA Certified Instructor. 
Competitor in US Open, Aus-
tralian Open, and New Zeland 
Open.

RELATIONSHIP EXPERT.
Learn to connect deeply with 
yourself and others. Experi-
enced local psychotherapist, 
sliding scale. Roxy DeCou, 
LCSW, (310)456-6197.

WEB DESIGN Businesses in 
need of website guidance call 
(310)428-4869 for information. 
Ask about available discounts.

WHEELCHAIRS, MOTORIZED
and manual. Available at no 
cost with most insurance. Doc-
tor’s perscription needed. 
(310)899-1458.

C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words.
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS

RATES First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices
100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
600 Services
650 Health/Beauty

P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Santa Monica Daily Press



BACK PAGE
Page 12 ❑ Thursday, May 16, 2002 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

LENNY KRAYZELBURG - WINNER OF 3 OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALS:
"It gives me a distinct edge I never had before. I'm stronger 

and the muscles I use in swimming move faster." 
— USA Today 6/28/01

ATTENTION: Anyone who has 
purchased a fitness program and not 

gotten the results they wanted!

Sports Performance Training
for all ages

NO OBLIGATION TOUR
For an appointment call: (310) 264-8385

www.vertcenters.com

Training for all ages

Check out VERT Fitness training    
programs for power!

�

New Spring
Arrivals!

New, Used & 
Vintage

Ads spark bomb scare
By The Associated Press

LOGAN, Utah — A car dealership that wanted to
drum up a little publicity managed to succeed.

Kevin Day Mitsubishi mailed 10,000 plastic bottles
as a promotion, setting off a panic among residents sus-
picious of anthrax attacks and mailbox bombs.

The bottles were labeled, “Hurry open this right away
to receive your message in a bottle.” They contained an
invitation for car buyers to try to win a $5,000 discount
by matching a marble inside the bottle with one at the
dealership.

“What it’s designed to do is get people’s attention,”
said John Sandifer, general manager of the dealership.
“I’m just beginning to wonder how good it worked.”

Residents flooded police with calls when the bottles
started turning up Tuesday in mailboxes.

“It’s completely ridiculous that they would be doing
something like this after this big scare with mail bombs
all over the country,” Cache County sheriff’s Lt. Dave
Bennett said.

Logan Postmaster Kim Taylor said mailing an inno-
cent package is not illegal.

Freeze-dried trees save water
By The Associated Press

SANTA FE, N.M. — From the drought-stricken
Southwest city that brought you painted grass comes
another agricultural oddity: freeze-dried trees.

Furniture store owner Chip Livingston said several
people honked at him or rolled their eyes in disapproval
as he put in 18 of the 2-foot, Christmas tree-shaped trees
along Santa Fe’s major business thoroughfare.

“We want everybody to know they’re fake,”
Livingston said.

Well, not quite.
Lynn Olmen, a buyer for the business, said the trees

are grown in California, cut after eight years of careful
trimming, then freeze-dried in a “highly technical but
nontoxic process” that ensures they will hold their shape
for up to 10 years.

Santa Fe has been under water restrictions since April
that ban the planting of grass and limit the watering of
trees to once a week.

The store’s manager, Mary Thomas, decided dried
trees would be a better choice than flowers while Santa
Fe struggles with water shortages.

“Somebody came by the other day and said, ’I can’t
believe you’re planting those,”’ she said Tuesday. “I
said, ’They’re fake.”’

Hawaii called socialist state
By The Associated Press

HONOLULU — The editors of Forbes magazine
think Hawaii’s business climate is far from paradise.

The national business magazine this week gave
Honolulu the “booby prize for economic development.”
Gov. Ben Cayetano called the action “a cheap shot.”

In an article titled “Why doing business in Honolulu
has become nearly equivalent to suicide,” Forbes said
Honolulu’s economy was already dried up before the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“Take an island paradise, with year-round balmy
weather and immense value to tourists, add a heavy dose
of socialism and you get an economic basket case,” the
article said. “Fidel Castro would feel right at home
here.”

Hawaii’s economy and politics have been a popular
target over the past decade for the 850,000-circulation
magazine published by former Republican presidential
candidate Steve Forbes.

“Every election year they do this to us,” Cayetano
said Tuesday. “It’s one thing to disagree with some of
the things that we have done. It’s another thing to label
this state as a people’s republic and a socialistic state
which Fidel Castro would enjoy living.

United mistakenly sells airfare for $5
By The Associated Press

CHICAGO — For some travelers, it’s going to cost
more to get to the airport than to fly.

For about 45 minutes on Tuesday, United Airlines
customers were able to buy roundtrip tickets to U.S.
cities such as San Francisco and Los Angeles for as lit-
tle as $5 because of an error by a computer that distrib-
utes fares for major airlines.

United will honor the tickets but did not yet know
how many were bought or the destinations, spokes-
woman Chris Nardella said Wednesday.

“We discovered the problem and we fixed it, but
there was a 45-minute window when customers were
able to book these tickets,” she said.

The incorrect prices were posted when Airline Tariff
Publishing Co., a clearinghouse for all airlines’ fares,
was loading new sale fares onto United’s site, Nardella
said.

The site stopped giving customers a promised $5 dis-
count for booking online, and when workers tried to fix
it, it began selling flights for as low as $5 instead, she
said.

It wasn’t the first time United sold tickets cheap via
the Internet.

In January, 142 passengers bought tickets to interna-
tional destinations for as little as $25. United first said it
would not honor those fares but later agreed to do so.

And in August, 120 customers booked trips to
Bombay from Chicago for $140 or $180.

ODDS & ENDS


