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"One day all conflicts will end in peaceful resolution"
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Inspired by the senseless murder of 15 year-old Deanna Maran
by another teen; the Deanna Maran Foundation for Non-Violence
seeks to build an active group of students, teachers, parents and
community members who commit to teaching others about the
symptoms of violence, how to prevent escalation of violence, and
finally, how to stop it.

NEWSLETTER
Dear Family, Friends and
Supporters,
We cannot thank you
enough for your generous
contributions and support.
Thanks to the support of
people like you we are able
to do our part in
contributing to a more just
and non-violent world. We
look forward to the day
when all conflicts will end
in peaceful resolution. In
the meantime we hope to
continue in sharing tools
that help youth recognize,
prevent and stop violence.
We hope that this, our first
newsletter, helps us stay
informed as partners in this
effort to create a better
future for our children.
Sincerely,
The Maran Family
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RECENT NEWS

Santa Monica High
School Scholarship
Two scholarships of $750 each are being
offered to eligible Santa Monica High School
seniors. Maran Foundation for Non Violence
Honoring Deanna Maran: Senior who most
exhibits the qualities possessed by Deanna
Maran "LALA": sincerity, generosity, kindness
and concern for the welfare of others. A 600word essay on the topic "What I Have Done to
Contribute to a More Just and Non Violent
Community" is required and 2 letters of
recommendation.
One scholarship is
dedicated solely to a Samohi senior in
gratitude to the community's generous support
immediately following Deanna's murder on
November 17, 2001.

Tree Planting
Santa Monica High School choir put
together $1000 towards a tree planted in
memory of Deanna and others who have
died during their enrollment at Santa
Monica High School. With the help of
Native American artist Phil Benson of
Nevada, the Maran Family will contribute a
plaque commemorating the tree and its
significance. The tree was dedicated on
Dec. 12th 2003.

www.maranfoundation.org

UP-COMING EVENTS / PROJECTS

Policy Recommendation
to the California Governor
With the help of Harvard University professor
David Schimmel who specializes in issues of
School Law, a memo is being sent to the
California Governor's office. The purpose of
the memo is to encourage California public
schools to have explicit rules against
bystanders of violent acts. In many cases of
youth violence and specifically in the case of
Deanna's murder, dangerous circumstances
were escalated by the bystanders'
encouragement and/or lack of action. The
first suggestion would simply state that
students are not to form circles around heated
confrontations between other students.
Ideally the schools would go even further to
encourage
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"If you want to make peace, you don't talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies." Moshe Dayan
UP-COMING EVENTS / PROJECTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Web Site Update
The Deanna Maran Foundation
is celebrating the 2004 year
with an update to the web site.
Thanks in large part to Steven
Brion-Meisels and Ulric
Johnson of Harvard University,
the website will now include a
much developed listing of nonviolence and alternatives to
violence curriculum, literature
books and other resources.
The site will also have an
aesthetic face-lift thanks to the
creative minds of Bianca
Maran and Joe Koenig.

students to call for help or discourage the fight, inspired by the French law of the
same nature. French Law, article 223-6 reads Non-Assistance to a Person in
Danger, "Whoever can prevent by his or her immediate action, without risk for
him or others, either a crime or an offense against the bodily integrity of the
person and voluntarily abstains from doing so is punished with five years of
imprisonment and a 76000 Euros fine." In this age of increasing youth violence
and considering the public schools' custodial relationship to children, it would be
at no cost to tax payers to enforce such a school rule. The additional suggestion
would be for the state to help schools include non-violent or alternatives to
violence curriculum as an integral part of student studies. As Daniel Webster has
said, "investments in schools . . . are investments in crime prevention." When
one considers that the approximate cost of incarceration is $27,000 annually,
compared to per pupil spending for Grades K-12th at approximately $6,000
annually, there is little question where our efforts need to be concentrated. For
more information or suggestions, please contact Amika at iamika@aol.com.

"All works of love are works of peace."
-Mother Teresa
Concert for Celebrating Non Violence
Several bands that have come to the foundation with an interest in having a concert to
celebrate non-violence, with proceeds going to the foundation. At present the
foundation is working to evaluate the details involved in executing a successful event.
We have commitments from the following local California bands Snaphook and Sterling
Highway. We would appreciate any resources or ideas you may have to make this
possible. Email us at info@maranfoundation.org.

RESOURCES
Following is a list of some amazing children's literature
that can help you begin important dialogues with
children you know.
One of the most outstanding children's author's in this area is
Eve Bunting. Her books have been shared with children from
as young as five years old, to high school. Her books tell
compelling stories of strength, perseverance and
introspection.
Books by Eve Bunting:
"Smoky Night" tells the story of the L.A. riots through the
eyes of a child.
"Summer Wheels" is the story of young boys and their first
experience dealing with a bully and liar.
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"The Wall" tells the story of a young boy and his visit to the
Vietnam War Memorial in Washington D.C.
"Fly Away Home" tells the story of a young homeless boy and
his father.
"A Day's Work" is the story of a grandfather and his grandson
as they navigate the life of a day laborer in this new country
of America.
Other great literature to start the dialogue includes:
"Oliver Button is a Sissy" by Tomie de Paola A wonderful
story that celebrates being different.
"Malcolm X" by Richard Wright is an excellent novel for
older students. Follow the voyage to non-violence by one of
our generation's most powerful voices.

www.maranfoundation.org
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"To save one life, it is as if you had saved the world." The Talmud
RECENT NEWS

Recent Grant Applicants
and Curriculum
Participants
Work Force Development Center Riverside County Youth Character Awards,
Riverside, California
The opportunity to recognize and honor a
youth for his/her demonstration of character
and displaying peaceful resolution in times of
great risk and pressure.
New Visions for Peace - Houlton High
School and Battered Women's Project,
Houlton Maine
Educational tools that offer students in grades
kindergarten-9th peacemaking techniques.
Helping schools to be prepared to implement
on-going prevention and intervention.
Implementing a program that will provide
students with interactive tools promoting a
non-violent school climate.

Lala's Senior Year
The 2003-2004 school year would have
been Deanna's (affectionately known as
Lala's), senior year in high school.
Deanna's high school (Santa Monica
High School) and family have shared
many of the senior-year landmarks
together. In the fall the family attended
the volleyball team banquet where they
were presented with a volleyball signed
by all of the players, in addition to
special edition sweatshirts with the
name "Lala" printed on the front. Each
year Deanna Maran Spirit Award
plaque is given to deserving two

recipients at this banquet. The family
also attended the annual holiday choir
concert where Deanna's place remained
empty in body but present in spirit
among the choir chairs placed on stage.
On November 17, 2003, the second
anniversary of Deanna's passing, family
and friends gathered at the Maran home
to relive fond memories and share in
some of Deanna's favorite foods. The
family felt very fortunate to be able to
share these special moments with the
family and friends who knew her well.

"What good is a house, if you haven't got
a decent planet to put it on?"
-Henry David Thoreau

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Thanks to the generous donations of people
like you, the Deanna Maran Foundation for
Non-Violence has over $15,000 that it is
able to donate towards a more just and nonviolent society. The Deanna Maran
Foundation relies upon tax deductible
contributions for financial aid. In the U.S.,
The Deanna Maran Foundation is
incorporated as a nonprofit (501c3)
organization. The Deanna Maran
Foundation relies upon tax deductible
contributions for financial aid.

Donations can be sent to:
Deanna Maran Foundation for Non-Violence

P.O. Box 7037, San Carlos, CA 94070
Following is a list of our generous
supporters and contributors to the Deanna
Maran Foundation for Non-Violence. Thank
you for your incredible generosity and
continued support!
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"If you think you're too small to have an impact, try going to bed with a
mosquito in the room." -Anita Koddick

"We look forward
to the time when
the power to love
will replace the

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

love of power.
Then will our world
know the blessings
of peace."
-Jimi Hendrix and
William Ellery
Channing

Testimonials gathered after a unit on non-violence using the
Deanna Maran Foundation for Non-Violence resources,
culminating with guest speaker, Amika Maran.
As much as I try to forget what happened to Deanna that night, it still hurts deep in my heart to know
that someone has lost such a good person in less than a minute. Having this presentation has changed
the way I feel, I can prevent something that I never thought possible. If there are more people that feel
the way I do, then we can make a difference. by Erica Diaz
Hello. My name is Emmanuel Oliveria. Amika Maran came to one of my classes to talk about Deanna
and about non-violence. I really got a lot from the things she said. I remembered times when I was one
of the people in the circle, egging the people on. Now I look back, and wonder how I could have been
so stupid. I look at things in a different light now. Thank you so much for talking to my class. The
things said will remain with me forever. by Emmanuel Oliveria
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